
RETAINER AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARBOTTLE LAW GROUP AND NEWPORT­

MESA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

FISCAL YEAR, JULY 1, 2019-JUNE 30, 2020 

This attorney retainer agreement is entered into by and between Harbottle Law Group 
("HLG") on one hand, and Newport-Mesa Unified School District ("Client") on the other for the 
fiscal year beginning on July 1, 2019 and extending through June 30, 2020. 

1. Scope of Work and Duties. Client hires HLG to advise Client and perform legal
services for Client and such other and further matters as Client and HLG from time to time agree 
upon. HLG will perform these services, will keep Client informed of progress, and will respond 
to Client's inquiries. 

2. Client's Duties. Client agrees to provide HLG such information, assistance and
cooperation as is necessary for HLG to effectively perfonn its services under this Agreement. 
Client shall timely pay HLG's bills for fees and costs. 

Client shall keep HLG advised of Client's address, telephone numbers, and other 
pertinent contact information cluring the pendency of this Agreement. 

3. Legal Fees, Billing Practices and Personnel.

HLG's fees will be charged on an hourly basis for all time actually expended and are 
generally billed monthly. The payment of such bills will be due within 30 days from the date of 
the invoice. It is presently anticipated that HLG Director, S. Daniel Harbottle will be principally 
involved in performing the legal services under this Agreement, however, HLG will utilize those 
attorneys and staff it determines to be best suited to the task, consistent with the competent and 
efficient rendering of legal services. 

The term of this Agreement shall be until termination as set forth herein, and will commence 
on July 1, 2019. The services to be performed by HLG hereunder shall be provided at a rate not to 
exceed Two-Hundred Twenty Dollars ($220.00) per hour for Senior Counsel, Two-Hundred Ten 
Dollars ($210.00) per hour for all other HLG attorneys. The District also utilizes the services of 
paralegals and other legal support staff whose rates shall not exceed One Hundred-Ten Dollars 
($110.00) per hour. 

4. Costs and Other Charges. HLG will incur various costs and expenses in 
performing legal services under this Agreement. Client agrees to pay for those costs and 
expenses in addition to the hourly fees. Costs and expenses commonly include fees fixed by law 
or assessed by public agencies, expert witness fees and expenses, deposition transcripts, long 
distance telephone calls, messenger and other delivery fees, postage, parking and other local 
travel expenses, photocopying and other reproduction costs, clerical staff overtime, and computer 
assisted research fees. 

5. Statements. HLG shall send Client one or more statements for fees and costs
incurred on a periodic basis, generally monthly. These statements shall indicate the basis of the 
fees, including the amount of time spent and a description of the work performed. Payment of 

the statements is due thirty days after the statements are rendered. 
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